THEME 3 — LEGENDARY FIGURES

@ Read the life story of Magnus Carlsen. Fill in the missing dates and events in the
timeline.

THE MOZART OF CHESS

Magnus Carlsen was born in Norway in 1990. Both of his parents were engineers. When he
could solve 50-piece jigsaw puzzles at the age of two, they became aware of his intelligence.
He was only five when his father decided to teach him how to play chess. Magnus was
fascinated by the game. He practised a lot and read a lot of chess books, so he developed

his own game strategies. When he was only eight, he played in the 1999 Norwegian Chess
Championship. Years later, he defeated the former world champion at a tournament. In another
match, he was unfortunately defeated by Garri Kasparov, the best player in the world. He had all
the qualities to become a legend. He was ambitious, hardworking, intelligent and enthusiastic.
Thus, he achieved nearly every title at a young age. In April 2004, he became the world’s
youngest grandmaster. Five years later, he won the World Championship in Moscow and
became internationally famous. In January 2010, Carlsen was announced as the top player

in the world. He won the match for the title of World Chess Champion in November 2014 too.
Today, he’s known as the Mozart of chess.
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@ Read the text again and answer the following questions.

1. When did Magnus Carlsen’s parents notice his intelligence?

2. How did Magnus improve his game strategies?

3. What was the importance of the year 2004 for him?

4. What characteristics made him a legend?




THEME 3 - LEGENDARY FIGURES

@ Answer the questions in the dialogue to retell Magnus Carlsen’s success story.

Andy: Did you know how Magnus Carlsen started chess?
Cooper: No, not really. Can you tell me about that?

Andy: (1)
Cooper: Really? How old was he then?
Andy: (2)

Cooper: What was his first success?
Andy: In 1999, (3)
Cooper: Was he always successful?
Andy: No, he wasn't. (4)
Cooper: What really helped him become a chess master?
Andy: His personal qualities. He was (5)
Cooper: Oh, a real legend.

@ Write an interesting ending for the story below.

It was a warm and bright morning when Lucas decided to go surfing. The waves were perfect
for surfing. He prepared his equipment, put on his surf suit and hopped on his board to catch the
perfect waves. He was just about to ride a big wave when

Now, check yourself.
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scan a short story to fill in the timelines with dates and events.
answer the questions about past events given in a reading text.
retell a story by describing people and places.

write the end of a given unfinished story.

Search for a legendary figure in history on the Net. Imagine that you are that
person. Wear a suitable costume of that figure and make a video to introduce

e-portfolio he figure to your classmates. Upload your video to your e-portfolio and then
present it in the class. Follow the steps below in your video:

Start with a greeting.
Say where and when you were born, where you lived.

Talk about your success (inventions, discoveries, etc).
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@ Read the life story of Magnus Carlsen. Fill in the missing dates and events in the
timeline.

THE MOZART OF CHESS

Magnus Carlsen was born in Norway in 1990. Both of his parents were engineers. When he
could solve 50-piece jigsaw puzzles at the age of two, they became aware of his intelligence.
He was only five when his father decided to teach him how to play chess. Magnus was
fascinated by the game. He practised a lot and read a lot of chess books, so he developed

his own game strategies. When he was only eight, he played in the 1999 Norwegian Chess
Championship. Years later, he defeated the former world champion at a tournament. In another
match, he was unfortunately defeated by Garri Kasparov, the best player in the world. He had all
the qualities to become a legend. He was ambitious, hardworking, intelligent and enthusiastic.
Thus, he achieved nearly every title at a young age. In April 2004, he became the world’s
youngest grandmaster. Five years later, he won the World Championship in Moscow and
became internationally famous. In January 2010, Carlsen was announced as the top player

in the world. He won the match for the title of World Chess Champion in November 2014 too.
Today, he’s known as the Mozart of chess.
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@ Read the text again and answer the following questions.

1. When did Magnus Carlsen’s parents notice his intelligence?
When he could solve 50-piece jigsaw puzzles at the age of two

2. How did Magnus improve his game strategies?
He practised a lot and read a lot of chess books

3. What was the importance of the year 2004 for him?
He became the world’s youngest grandmaster

4. What characteristics made him a legend?
He was ambitious, hardworking, intelligent and enthusiastic
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@ Answer the questions in the dialogue to retell Magnus Carlsen’s success story.
SUGGESTED KEY

Andy:

Cooper:

Andy:

Cooper:

Andy:

Cooper:

Andy:

Cooper:

Andy:

Cooper:

Andy:

Cooper:

Did you know how Magnus Carlsen started chess?

No, not really. Can you tell me about that?
(1)_He could solve puzzles easily, so his father taught him how to play chess

Really? How old was he then?
(2)_He was only five

What was his first success?
In 1999, (3) he played in the Norwegian Chess Tournament

Was he always successful?
No, he wasn’t. (4)_He was beaten by Kasparov in a match

What really helped him become a chess master?
His personal qualities. He was (5)_ambitious, hardworking, intelligent and enthusiastic,

Oh, areal legend.

@ Write an interesting ending for the story below.

It was a warm and bright morning when Lucas decided to go surfing. The waves were perfect
for surfing. He prepared his equipment, put on his surf suit and hopped on his board to catch the
perfect waves. He was just about to ride a big wave when Ss’ own answers

Now, check yourself.
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scan a short story to fill in the timelines with dates and events.

answer the questions about past events given in a reading text.

retell a story by describing people and places.

write the end of a given unfinished story.

Search for a legendary figure in history on the Net. Imagine that you are that
person. Wear a suitable costume of that figure and make a video to introduce

e-portfolio he figure to your classmates. Upload your video to your e-portfolio and then

present it in the class. Follow the steps below in your video:

Start with a greeting.

Say where and when you were born, where you lived.

Talk about your success (inventions, discoveries, etc).



